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- A short introduction to the Season – 
 

The celebration of Christ’s incarnation at Christmas is one of the two 

poles of the Christian year.  The wonderful mystery of God’s dwelling 
among us in the fullness of humanity, as Emmanuel (God with us), 

foretold by the prophets and born of Mary.  

 

Christ’s nativity provides the occasion for this festival of the 
incarnation and has done so since the end of the third century.  The 

Christmas Crib and nativity plays can both be traced back to the 

tableau of Christ’s birth that Francis of Assisi arranged when he 
celebrated Christmas in Greccio in 1223AD. 
 

Christmas Season continues beyond just the twelve days to Epiphany, 

and indeed like, the season of Advent and Lent last 40 days, ending 
with the Feast of the Presentation (or Candlemas) on the 2nd February. 
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Once in Royal David’s city 
sung by St Martin’s Voices, with soloist Victoria Meteyard 

 
1 Once in royal David's city 
 stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby 
 in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that Mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
2 He came down to earth from heaven 
 who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, 
 and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and mean and lowly 
 lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
3 And through all his wondrous childhood 
 he would honour and obey, 
 love and watch the lowly Maiden, 
 in whose gentle arms he lay: 
 Christian children all must be 
 mild, obedient, good as he. 
 
4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
 with the oxen standing by, 
 we shall see him; but in heaven, 
 set at God's right hand on high; 
 where like stars his children crowned 
 all in white shall wait around. 
 

Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 

 
Bidding Prayer 
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Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground) 
Sung by the Musicians of Holy Trinity Platt Church, Manchester 
 

1 What hope we hold this starlit night 
A King is born in Bethlehem 
Our journey long, we seek the light 
That leads to the hallowed manger ground 
 

2 What fear we felt in the silent age 
Four-hundred years can he be found 
But broken by a baby's cry 
Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 

 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
God incarnate, here to dwell 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
Praise His name Emmanuel 
 

3 The son of God, here born to bleed 
A crown of thorns would pierce his brow 
And we beheld this offering 
Exalted now the King of kings 
Praise God for the hallowed manger ground 

 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
God incarnate, here to dwell 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
Praise His name Emmanuel 

 
Chris Tomlin (b. 1972) 

 
1st Lesson   Genesis 3.8-14                                                             
  
 The Fall   
 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
 garden in  the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid 
 themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
 trees of the garden.  Then the Lord God called to Adam and 
 said to him, "Where are you?" So he said, "I heard Your 
 voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
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 and I hid myself." And He said, "Who told you that you 
 were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
 commanded you that you should not eat?" Then the man 
 said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave 
 me of the tree, and I ate." And the Lord God said to the 
 woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, 
 "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." So the Lord God said 
 to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are 
 cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of 
 the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust 
 All the days of your life. 

 
In the bleak mid-winter 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 In the bleak mid-winter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, 
Long ago. 

 

2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
Nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign:  
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable place sufficed  
The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ. 

 

3 Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air –  
But only his mother 
In her maiden bliss 
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Worshipped the beloved 
With a kiss. 

 

4 What can I give him 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him — 
Give my heart. 
 

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 
 
2nd Lesson Genesis 22:15-18
   
 The promise to Abraham 
 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second 
 time out of heaven, and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says 
 the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not 
 withheld your son, your only son— blessing I will bless you, 
 and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars 
 of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and 
 your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In 
 your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 
 because you have obeyed My voice.”  
 
The First Tree in the Greenwood 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
1 Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk, 

and Mary bore Jesus all wrapped up in silk. 
And Mary she bore Jesus, our Saviour for to be,  
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly, holly, holly,   
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly.  
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2 Now the holly bears a prickle as sharp as the thorn,  
and Mary bore Jesus on Christmas day morn. 
And Mary she bore Jesus, our Saviour for to be,  
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly, holly, holly,   
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly. 

 
3 Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal, 

and Mary bore Jesus who died for us all. 
And Mary she bore Jesus, our Saviour for to be,  
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly, holly, holly,   
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly. 

 
4 Now the holly bears a berry as blood it is red, 

and Mary bore Jesus who rose from the dead. 
And Mary she bore Jesus, our Saviour for to be,  
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly, holly, holly,   
and the first tree in the greenwood  
it was the holly. 
 

Traditional 

 
3rd Lesson   Isaiah 9:2,6,7

    
 The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them a light has shined. 
For unto us a Child is born, 
Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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Of the increase of His government and peace there will 
be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from 
that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this. 
 

God rest you merry, gentlemen 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 God rest you merry, gentlemen 
let nothing you dismay 
remember, Christ, our Saviour 
was born on Christmas day 
to save us all from Satan's power 
when we were gone astray 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 
2 From God our heavenly Father, 

a blessed angel came; 
and unto certain shepherds 
brought tidings of the same: 
how that in Bethlehem was born 
the Son of God by name, 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 
3 And when they came to Bethlehem 

where our dear Saviour lay, 
they found him in a manger 
where oxen feed on hay; 
his mother Mary kneeling, 
unto the Lord did pray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
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4 Now to the Lord sing praises, 

all you within this place, 
and with true love and charity 
each other now embrace; 
this holy tide of Christmas 
all others doth deface: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

Traditional English 18th Century  

 

4th Lesson  Micah 5:2-4
   
 The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to 
Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from 
of old, from everlasting.” 
Therefore He shall give them up, until the time that she who 
is in labour has given birth; then the remnant of His brethren 
shall return to the children of Israel. And He shall stand and 
feed His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 
the name of the LORD His God; and they shall abide, for now 
He shall be great to the ends of the earth;   
 

Silent night 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child; 
holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
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2 Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia: 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born. 

 
3 Silent night, holy night, 

son of God, love’s pure light, 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace: 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
John Freeman Young (1887) 

based on Joseph Mohr (1818) 

 
5th Lesson  Luke 1:26-38
  
 The Annunciation to Mary 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said 
to her, “Rejoice, highly favoured one, the Lord is with you; 
blessed are you among women!” 
 
But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and 
considered what manner of greeting this was. Then the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end.” 
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Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not 
know a man?” 
 
And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will 
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be 
born will be called the Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth 
your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and 
this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. For 
with God nothing will be impossible.” 
 
Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it 
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her.  
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
 his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
 'All hail', said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary, 
 most highly favoured lady.' 
 Gloria! 
 
2 'For known a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
 all generations laud and honour thee, 
 thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold; 
 most highly favoured lady.' 
 Gloria! 
 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
 'To me be as it pleaseth God', she said, 
 'My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name': 
 most highly favoured lady. 
 Gloria! 
 
4 Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born 
 in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
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 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, 
 'Most highly favoured lady.' 
 Gloria! 

 
Birjina gastettobat zegoen  

Basque Carol, Charles Bordes (Collector) (1863-1909), Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) 

 
6th Lesson  Luke 2:1-7 
 
 The birth of Jesus 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his 
own city. 
 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with 
child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were 
completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn.  
 

Away in a manger 
sung by Westbury-on-Trym Parish Church Choir 

 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
 and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
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3 Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask thee to stay 
 close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
 

Sometimes attributed to John Thomas Macfarland (1851-1913), Gabriel's Vineyard Songs (1892 
Louisville), Little Children's Book: For Schools and Families (1885 Philadelphia) 

 
7th Lesson  Luke 2:8-16 
   
 The shepherds go to the manger 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly 
afraid.  Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to 
all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the 
sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 
lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into 
heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 
manger.  
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It came upon the midnight clear 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 
from heaven’s all gracious King!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come,  
with peaceful wings unfurled,  
and still their heavenly music floats  
o'er all the weary world;  
above its sad and lowly plains,  
they bend on hovering wing;  
and ever o'er its Babel sounds  
the blessed angels sing.  

 

3 And ye beneath life's crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow; 
look now, for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing; 
oh rest beside the weary road 
and hear the angels sing. 

 

4 For lo! the days are hastening on,  
by prophet bards foretold,  
when with the ever-circling years  
comes round the age of gold; 
when peace shall over all the earth  
its ancient splendours fling,  
and the whole world give back the song  
which now the angels sing. 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876) 
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8th Lesson  Matthew 2:1-11 
   

 The magi are led by the star to Jesus 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have 
come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus 
it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For 
out of you shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My people 
Israel.’” Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise 
men, determined from them what time the star 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
search carefully for the young Child, and when you have 
found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and 
worship Him also.” 
When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the 
star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young Child was. When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And 
when they had come into the house, they saw the young 
Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped 
Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

O holy night 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
it is the night of the dear Saviour's birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
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Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 
O night divine, O night, O night divine! 

 

2 Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
here came the wise men from the Orient land. 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger; 
in all our trials born to be our friend. 
He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger. 
Behold your King! Before the lowly bend! 
Behold your King, before the lowly bend! 

 

3 Truly he taught us to love one another, 
his law is love and his gospel is peace. 
Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother, 
and in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
with all our hearts we praise his holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we, 
his power and glory ever more proclaim! 
His power and glory ever more proclaim! 

 
John Sullivan Dwight (1813-1893) 

based on Placide Cappeau (1808-1877) 
 

9th Lesson  John 1:1-14
   
 The Incarnation of the Word of God 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not comprehend it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This 
man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was 
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sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light 
which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the 
world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His 
own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth.  
 

Joy to the world 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 
Your sweetest songs employ 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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Collects and Dismissal 
 
O come, all ye faithful 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels. 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 

 
2 God of God, Light of Light;  

lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;  
very God, 
begotten not created; 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God 
in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

Translated from the Latin (18th century) 
by Frederick Oakely (1802-1880) 
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On behalf of the Clergy, Readers, Elders 
and everyone who leads our services, may 

we wish you, your family and friends, a 
very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New 

Year. 
 

 

If you would like to know more about the 

birth of Jesus Christ, visit 
www.churchofengland.org/Christmas            

 
 
 

If you would like to know more about what’s going on in the churches in 
Nayland, Polstead, Stoke-by-Nayland, Leavenheath or Wiston, or would 
like to speak to someone about a Wedding, Christening/Baptism, 
Confirmation or other important life event then please visit: 
 

   www.naylandchurches.wordpress.com 
 
    www.facebook.com/naylandchurches/ 
 
    @NaylandChurches 
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