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- A short introduction to the Season – 
 

The celebration of Christ’s incarnation at Christmas is one of the two poles of 

the Christian year.  The wonderful mystery of God’s dwelling among us in the 

fullness of humanity, as Emmanuel (God with us), foretold by the prophets and 

born of Mary.  

 

Christ’s nativity provides the occasion for this festival of the incarnation and has 

done so since the end of the third century.  The Christmas Crib and nativity 

plays can both be traced back to the tableau of Christ’s birth that Francis of 

Assisi arranged when he celebrated Christmas in Greccio in 1223AD. 
 

Christmas Season continues beyond just the twelve days to Epiphany, and 

indeed like, the season of Advent and Lent last 40 days, ending with the Feast 

of the Presentation (or Candlemas) on the 2nd February. 

 

 

 

Spiritual Communion 

 

The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to describe the means 

of grace by which a person, prevented for some serious reason from sharing in 

a celebration of the Eucharist, nonetheless shares in the communion of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

In joining with Revd Mark and Revd Val this evening as they celebrate the First 

Eucharist of Christmas in St James’ Church, you too are able to join with them 

in communion. The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer 

ourselves in penitence and faith, giving thanks for the redemption won by Christ 

crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ’, 

although we cannot receive the sacrament physically in ourselves.  

 

The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building 

but by the Body of Christ of which we are members. In making our communion 

spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one 

who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 
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Carol – Once in Royal David’s city 
sung by St Martin’s Voices, with soloist Victoria Meteyard 

 
Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that Mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly Maiden, 
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
mild, obedient, good as he. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high; 
where like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around.                   Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
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Lighting of the Christmas Candle 

 

Minister: God our Father, today the Saviour is born  

  and those who live in darkness are seeing a great joy, 

   to live in the light of your Son 

   and to share in the good news of your love. 

   We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

   the Light who has come into the world. 

All:  Amen.  
 

The Gathering 

 

Minister: In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  

All:  Amen.  
 

The Greeting  
 

Minister: The Lord be with you 

All:   and also with you.  
 

Minister: Let us seek the forgiveness of God 

 through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 
 

Minister: Christ came in humility to share our lives: 

 forgive our pride. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Christ came with good news for all people: 

 forgive our silence. 

 Christ, have mercy 

All: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 

 forgive our self-centredness. 
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 Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Almighty God,  

who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:   Amen.  
 

The Gloria is sung 

(Mass of St Cedd – by Peter Nardone sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

All:  Glory to God in the highest and peace to his  
  people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
 Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
 praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
   Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
  the world, have mercy on us.  
   You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  receive our prayer. 
   For you alone are the holy one,  

you alone are the Lord,  
   you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the  
  Father. Amen.  
 

The Collect  
 

Minister: Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine 

with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who 

have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see 

the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
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through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All:   Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word  
 

Readings 
 

Minister: A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s 
very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he 
had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name 
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my 
Son’? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his 
angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’ But of the Son he says, 
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, and the righteous sceptre is 
the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your companions.’ And ‘In the beginning, Lord, you 
founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they 
will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a 
cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will never end.’ 
            (Hebrews 1.1–12 NRSV) 

Minister: This is the word of the Lord.  

All:   Thanks be to God.  
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Carol - Joy to the world 
(sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 
Your sweetest songs employ 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love.   Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 

Gospel Reading  
 

Minister: Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt  

  among us, and we have seen his glory. 

All:   Alleluia.   
 

Minister: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

  John.  

All:   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
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people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

          (John 1:1-14 NRSV) 

 

Minister: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All:   Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

Anthem – O little one sweet 
(sung by St James’ Church Choir) 

 

O little one sweet, O little one mild, 

Thy Father’s purpose thou hast fulfilled; 

Thou cam’st from heav’n to mortal ken, 

Equal to be with us poor men, 

O little one sweet, O little one mild. 
 

O little one sweet, O little one mild, 

With joy thou hast the whole world filled; 

Thou camest here from heav’n’s domain, 

To bring men comfort in their pain, 

O little one sweet, O little one mild. 
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O little one sweet, O little one mild, 

In thee Love’s beauties are all distilled; 

Then light in us thy love’s bright flame, 

That we may give thee back the same, 

O little one sweet, O little one mild. 
 

O little one sweet, O little one mild, 

Help us to do as thou hast willed. 

Lo, all we have belongs to thee! 

Ah, keep us in our fealty! 

O little one sweet, O little one mild. 
An Old German Tune harmonised by J S Bach  

and Translated by Percy Dearmer 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

Minister: Let us stand to affirm our faith. 

All:  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from 

 heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

 the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

 Pilate: he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 

 and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

 of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

 Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

 worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 

 through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

 Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

 forgiveness of sins. 
 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Minister: Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour. 

  Christ, born in a stable, 

  give courage to all who are homeless: 

  Jesus, Saviour, 

All:  hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: Christ, for whom the angels sang, 

give the song of the kingdom to all who weep: 

  Lord, hear us, 

All:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Minister: Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 
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give peace on earth to all who are oppressed: 

  Lord, hear us, 

All:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Minister: Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 

  give humility and wisdom to all who govern: 

  Lord, hear us, 

All:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Minister: Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 

  give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest  

  in you: 

  Lord, hear us, 

All:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Minister: Lord Jesus Christ, child of Mary, 

you know and love us, 

you share our lives and hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father. 

All:  accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

The Peace  
 

Minister: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

All:   and also with you.  
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Carol – O holy night 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,  
it is the night of the dear Saviour's birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 
O night divine, O night, O night divine! 
 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
here came the wise men from the Orient land. 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger; 
in all our trials born to be our friend. 
He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger. 
Behold your King! Before the lowly bend! 
Behold your King, before the lowly bend! 
 

Truly he taught us to love one another,  
his law is love and his gospel is peace. 
Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother, 
and in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
with all our hearts we praise his holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we, 
his power and glory ever more proclaim! 
His power and glory ever more proclaim! 

John Sullivan Dwight (1813-1893)  
       based on Placide Cappeau (1808-1877) 
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Preparation of the Table  
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

Minister: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

  through your goodness we have this bread to set  

  before you, which earth has given and human hands 

  have made. 

  It will become for us the bread of life. 

All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Minister: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

  through your goodness we have this wine to set  

  before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

  It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 

Minister: The Lord is here  

All:  His Spirit is with us.  
 

Minister: Lift up your hearts.  

All:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All:  It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

Minister: It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times 

  and in all places to give you thanks and praise, holy 

  Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, 

  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

  And now we give you thanks because, by the power of 

  the Holy Spirit, he took our nature upon him and was 

  born of the Virgin Mary his mother, that being himself 

  without sin, he might make us clean from all sin. 
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  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

  company of heaven, we proclaim your great and  

  glorious name, for ever praising you and singing: 
   

All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

(Sung)  God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Minister: Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son 

  our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example 

  and obey his command, grant that by the power of your 

  Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 

  his body and his blood; 

   Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took  

  bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to 

  his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is 

  given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

   In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave 

  you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of 

  you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 

  for you and for many for the  forgiveness of sins. 

  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of 

 himself made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim 

 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look 

 for the coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and 

 this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our 

 Lord. 
 

Minister: Great is the mystery of faith: 

All:  Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  
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Minister: Accept through him, our great high priest, this our  

  sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink 

  these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and 

unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

  the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth 

  and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs 

  of everlasting praise:  
 

All   Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Minister: Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us, 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and  ever.   Amen. 

 

Minister: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

All:   Though we are many, we are one body,  

  because we all share in one bread.  
 

Agnus Dei  
(Sung)  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy on us.  
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

 grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion  
 

Minister: Jesus is the Lamb of God 

  who takes away the sin of the world. 

  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All:  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

  but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Minister receives communion on behalf of all those in our community who are unable to be 

present because of the Coronavirus.   

 

Prayer after Communion  
 

Minister: God our Father, in this night you have made known to 
us again the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

  confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day 
dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 

  To him be glory both now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

All:  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with 

  the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to 

  be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of 

  your Spirit to live and work to your praise and 

  glory.  Amen 
 

Carol – Hark! the herald angels sing 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
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Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim:  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel:  
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings;  
mild he lays his glory by,  
born that man no more may die,  
born to raise the sons of earth,  
born to give them second birth:  
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!"                             Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Minister: Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things 

  earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill 

and make you partakers of the divine nature; 

and the blessing of God Almighty  the Father, the Son, 

 and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

 always. Amen. 
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Minister: Proclaim the Word made flesh and go in peace to love 

  and serve the Lord. 

All:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Carol – O come, all ye faithful 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels. 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, Light of Light;  
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;  
very God, 
begotten not created; 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God 
in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning:  
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;  
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word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord.                Translated from the Latin (18th century)
                    by Frederick Oakely (1802-1880) 

 

 

On behalf of the Clergy, Readers, Elders and 

everyone who leads our services and cares for 

our churches, may we wish you, your family and 

friends, a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful 

New Year. 

 

 

If you would like to know more about the birth 

of Jesus Christ, visit 

www.churchofengland.org/Christmas            
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