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- A short introduction to the Season – 
 

The celebration of Christ’s incarnation at Christmas is one of the two poles of 

the Christian year.  The wonderful mystery of God’s dwelling among us in the 

fullness of humanity, as Emmanuel (God with us), foretold by the prophets and 

born of Mary.  

 

Christ’s nativity provides the occasion for this festival of the incarnation and has 

done so since the end of the third century.  The Christmas Crib and nativity 

plays can both be traced back to the tableau of Christ’s birth that Francis of 

Assisi arranged when he celebrated Christmas in Greccio in 1223AD. 
 

Christmas Season continues beyond just the twelve days to Epiphany, and 

indeed like, the season of Advent and Lent last 40 days, ending with the Feast 

of the Presentation (or Candlemas) on the 2nd February. 

 

 

 

Spiritual Communion 

 

The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to describe the means 

of grace by which a person, prevented for some serious reason from sharing in 

a celebration of the Eucharist, nonetheless shares in the communion of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

In joining with Revd Mark and Revd Val this evening as they celebrate the First 

Eucharist of Christmas in St James’ Church, you too are able to join with them 

in communion. The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer 

ourselves in penitence and faith, giving thanks for the redemption won by Christ 

crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ’, 

although we cannot receive the sacrament physically in ourselves.  

 

The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building 

but by the Body of Christ of which we are members. In making our communion 

spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one 

who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 
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Lighting of the Christmas Candle 

 

Minister: God our Father, today the Saviour is born  

  and those who live in darkness are seeing a great joy, 

   to live in the light of your Son 

   and to share in the good news of your love. 

   We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

   the Light who has come into the world. 

All:  Amen.  
 

Carol – Joy to the world 
(sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 
Your sweetest songs employ 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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The Gathering 

Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the 

  Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

All:  and also with you.  
 

Prayers of Penitence 

Minister: Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the  

  darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine  

  ourselves and confess our sins. 
 

Minister: God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 

forgive our failure to receive him. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a 

manager:  forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

 Christ, have mercy 

All: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded to your call: 

forgive the hardness of our hearts. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Minister: May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to 

  himself, that you may behold the glory of his Son, the 

  Word made flesh, and be cleansed from all your sins, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:   Amen.  
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The Gloria 

All (Sung): Glory to God in the highest and peace to his  
  people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
 Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
 praise you for your glory.  

   Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
   Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
  the world, have mercy on us.  
   You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  receive our prayer. 
   For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the 
  Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
  with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the  
  Father.   Amen.  
 

The Collect  

Minister: Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to 

kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 

heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our 

eternal God. 

All:   Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word  
 

Old Testament Reading 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for 
us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
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justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

(Isaiah 9:2–7 NRSV) 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  

All:   Thanks be to God.  

 

Carol - Light of the world 
(Sung by the Musicians of Holy Trinity Platt Church, Manchester) 

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore you 

Hope of a life spent with you 
 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly you came to the earth you created 

All for love's sake became poor 
 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me  
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Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 
 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
Chris Tomlin (b.1972) 

Gospel Reading  
 

Minister: Today Christ is born: 

All:   alleluia.   

Minister: Today the Saviour has come: 

All:   alleluia.   

Minister: Today the angels sing on earth: 

All:   alleluia. Glory to God in the highest. 
 

Minister: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

  Luke.  

All:   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
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Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

(Luke 2:1–20 NRSV) 

 

Minister: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All:   Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Minister: We say together in faith 

All: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come. 
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Minister: We believe in God the Father, who created all things: 

All:  for by his will they were created and have their 

  being. 
 

Minister: We believe in God the Son, who was slain: 

All:   for with his blood, he purchased us for God,  

  from every tribe and language, from every  

  people and nation. 

 

Minister: We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 

All:  the Spirit and the Bride say, 'Come!' Even so  

  come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Minister: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Father, on this holy day your Son our Saviour was 

 born in human flesh. Renew your Church as the Body 

 of Christ. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day there was no room for your Son in 

  the inn. Protect with your love those who have no home

  and all who live in poverty. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day Mary, in the pain of labour, brought 

  your Son to birth. Hold in your hand all who are in pain 

  or distress. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day your Christ came as a light shining in 

  the darkness.  Bring comfort to all who suffer in the 

  sadness of our world. Holy God 
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All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s 

  people on earth.’ Strengthen those who work for peace 

  and justice in  all the world. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 

 

Minister: On this holy day shepherds in the field heard good 

  tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the gospel of 

  Christ’s redemption. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day strangers found the Holy Family,  and 

saw the baby lying in the manger.   Bless our homes 

and all whom we love. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day heaven is come down to earth, and 

  earth is raised to heaven. Hold in your hand all those 

  who have passed through death in the hope of your 

  coming kingdom. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: On this holy day Christians the world over celebrate 

  Christ’s birth. Open our hearts that he may be born in 

  us today. Holy God 

All:     hear our prayer. 
 

Minister: Father, on this holy day angels and shepherds  

  worshipped at the manger throne. Receive the worship 

  we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints 

  through him who is your Word made flesh, our Saviour 

  Jesus Christ. 

All:     Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

The Peace  
 

Minister: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his 

name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

All:   and also with you.  
 

Preparation of the Table  
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Minister: Word made flesh, life of the world,  in your incarnation 

  you embraced our poverty: by your Spirit may we share 

  in your riches. 

 All:  Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 

Minister: The Lord is here  

All:  His Spirit is with us.  
 

Minister: Lift up your hearts.  

All:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All:  It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

Minister: It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times 

  and in all places to give you thanks and praise, holy 

  Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through 

  Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

  And now we give you thanks  because, in the incarnation 

  of the Word, a new light has dawned upon the world; 
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you have become one with us that we might become one 

 with you in your glorious kingdom. 
 

  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

  company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious 

  name, for ever praising you and saying: 
   

All (Sung): Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

  in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 

  name  of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Minister: Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son 

  our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example 

  and obey his command, grant that by the power of your 

  Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his 

  body and his blood; 
 

   Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread 

  and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his  

  disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given 

  for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

  In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave 

  you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of 

  you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 

  for you and for many for the  forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

  as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of 

 himself made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his 

 mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  we look for 

 the coming of your kingdom,  and with this bread and this 

 cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
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Minister: Great is the mystery of faith: 

All:  Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come 

  again.  
 

Minister: Accept through him, our great high priest, this our  

  sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink 

  these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty, 

  renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and 

  unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Minister: Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

  the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and 

  heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of 

  everlasting praise:  

 

All   Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be

  yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Minister: Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us, 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and  ever.   Amen. 
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Minister: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the 

  world.  

All:   God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring 

  us to light and life.  
 

Giving of Communion  
 

Minister: Christ is the true bread which has come down from 

  heaven. 

All:  Lord, give us this bread always. 
 

The Minister receives communion on behalf of all those in our community who 

are unable to be present because of the Coronavirus. 
 

Prayer after Communion  
 

Minister: God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the 
Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the light of faith illumine 
our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through him 
who is Christ the Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

All:  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with 

  the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to 

  be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of 

  your Spirit to live and work to your praise and 

  glory.  Amen 

 
Carol - O little town of Bethlehem 
(sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
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the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Minister: May the Father, who has loved the eternal Son from 

  before the foundation of the world, shed that love upon 

  you his children. 

All: Amen. 
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Minister: May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 

things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy and peace. 

All: Amen. 
 

Minister: May the Holy Spirit, by whose overshadowing Mary  

  became the God-bearer, give you grace to carry the good 

  news of Christ. 

All: Amen. 
 

Minister: And the blessing of God Almighty  the Father, the Son, 

  and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

  always.   

All:  Amen. 
 

Minister: Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

All:  Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
 

Carol – O come, all ye faithful 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels. 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, Light of Light;  
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;  
very God, 
begotten not created; 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
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Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God 
in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning:  
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;  
word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord.                Translated from the Latin (18th century)
                    by Frederick Oakely (1802-1880) 

 

On behalf of the Clergy, Readers, Elders and 

everyone who leads our services and cares for 

our churches, may we wish you, your family and 

friends, a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful 

New Year. 
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